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By William bh 7 : 


Paſtor to a Church 1 in Bo s TON. | 
| Hoſes, 6. 4. 0. Ephraim, ao hat bal T do unto 
' thee? O Judah, what ſpall Ido unto thee? 
For your goodneſs is as the morning cloud, and 
as the early dew it goeth away. 
| | PAL 88. 10. ＋ hey kept not the Covenant of God, 
they refuſed to walk in his Law. . 


11. And forgat his Works, and his Wonder that 
he had ſhewed them. 
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Exo VIII 8, 15. 


THEN Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron, and 
' ſaid, intreat. the Lord, that he may take away 
the Frogs from me, and from my people: And I 


avjll let the people go, that they may do ſacrifice e 


unto the Lord. 

But when Pharaoh ſaw that there <vas 65 ref pite, Hh 
hardned his heart, and hearkned not unto them; 
4s the Lord had ſaid. 


Ex x famous in ſacred Story is the Ac- 
count of the Plagues executed upon 
 Pharach and upon the Egyptians ; 
and it is written for our ry monition 
and Warning, upon hom the Ends of 
the World are. come. They were 
guilty. of opprefling and perſecuting 
the Church of GOD. And tho? for a conſiderable 
Time Gov ſyffer'd the Rod of the Wicked to reſt u _ 

3 his n at length e their 
Sorrows, 
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6 | Impreſſions made by Fudgments 


Sorrows, made bare His Arm for their Deliverance, 
and rendred Vengeance to their Adverſaries. He aid 
not allow that unhappy Prince, who was the Author 
of the Perſecution, — 4 miſerable Nation coficern'd 
in the Sin, to go unpuniſk?d, He bro't upon them 


ten miraculous Plagues, which were Fore-runners of 


their Overthrow in the Red Sea by which He gave 
them Warning of the Danger they were in ; and if 


they had taken the Warning, repented and given 


Glory to Gop, they might have eſcaped Ruin. 


Y EY . - 

In this Chapter are ſet down. three of theſe fearful 
Plagues. We have one of them mentioned in the 
foregoing: Chapter, namely, that of turning theWaters 


into Blood, which was the firſt ofthe ten. The ſecond; 


is that of the Frogs,from the firſt to the fifteenthVerlſe 
of this Chapter. This Judgment is firſt threatned, 
then inflicted. He admoniſheth Pharaoh, before He 
lets his Rod fall upon him: So flow is Gop to punith, 
and ſo deſirous of our Amendment without Puniſhment, 
Exod. 8. 1---6. And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, Go 


unto Pharaoh, and ſay unto him, Thus ſaith theLord, 
Let my people go, that they may ferve me. And if 


thou refuſe to let them go, behold, I will ſmite all thy 
borders with Frogs. And the River ſhall bring forth 
frogs abundantly, which ſhall go up, and come into 
thine houſe, and into thy bed-chamber, and upon thy 


bed, and into the houſe of thy ſervants, and upon thy 
people, and into thine ovens, and into thy Rneading- 


troughs. © Aud the frogs ſpall come up both on thee, 
and upon thy people, and upon all thy ſervants. And 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, Suy unto Aaron, reich. 
forth thine. hand with thy rod over the flfeams, 
over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cauſe frogs to 
come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron ftritched 


aut his hand over the waters of E Uh and io frogs 
Fame up, ans covered the land / 3 
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Very apt to wear off. 3 


Now in the Verſes of our Text we have the Frame, 
'Temper & Carriage of Pharaoh, while he was under 


this udgment , and when it was remov'd. 


1. Wx are told what Effect this Judgment had up- 


on Pharaoh while it was gon him, (verſe 8.) Then 
Pharaoh called for Moſes & Aaron, and ſaid, intreat 


the Lord for me, &c. He began to relent now, 
_ tho? he did not under the former Judgment. A. 


it. a .- cim h -. He ſlighted the 
1 found he cou'd not bear the Infliction. 
He bid Defiance to Gop before, now he is glad to 


intreat him; and deſirous to engage theFrayers of thoſe 
10 


Servants of Gop for him, whoſe Meſſages he had 


deſpiſed. And now he makes Promiſes of Amendment 


and Obedience, if Gop wou'd grant him Deliverance. 


I will let the people go, that they may do ſacrifice 


unto the Lord. 


2. Wx are told how he carried after the Judgment 
2was remov'd. When Moſes & Aaron went from the 
Preſence of Pharaoh; they cried to the Lord, and he 


removed the Frogs at their Prayer; they died out of 


their Houſes, and out of their Villages, and out of 


their Fields: And they gather'd them together upon 


Heaps, and the Land ſtank, till they were removed 
from off the Face of it. Well, but did Pharaoh do as 
he had ſaid ? No indeed, much otherwiſe. He broke his 
Promiſes, & perſiſted in his Sin: Was as bad orworſe 
then he was before. (v. 15.) When he ſaw that there 
was Reſpite, without conſidering what he had lately 
felt, or what he had reaſon to fear, he hardned his 
heart, and hearkned not unto Moſes and Aaron, in 
what they ſpake to him from the Lord. 


| Anp,,now there are ſeveral Obſervations which I 
wou'd offer from theſe Words, as being not unſutable 
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overcome. 


* Inpreſſians nude by Fudgments 


I. Ozzy. GOD can ſoon bring dow the 
Stouteſt Sinners, and force them to a Submiſſion to Him. 


Wu Ar 2 proud & inſolent Sinner was this Pharaoh ? 


'The haughty Monarch at firſt bid defiance to the 


great God, as if he were a Match for Him, yea, as if 


he were greater then He. When Moſes & Aaron at 


firſt went in to him, and told him, Thus ſaith the 


Lord God of Iſrael, let my people go that they may 
hold a feaſt unto me in the 2 5 


his voice to let Iſrael go? I know not the Lord, 


neither will Tlet Iſrael go, Exod. 5. 1, 2. But how 


does he change his Note in the Text? Intreat the Lord 
for me, and I will let the people go to do ſacriſce to 
him. . : 

How was that wicked King Abab made to humble 
himſelf, and put on the Garb & Guiſe of a Penitent? 
When the Prophet told him what Judgments Gon 
would bring upon his Houſe, He rent his cloths, and 


Fe e feb, and fad, and fog i 


ſackcloth, and went ſoftly. So that Gop faid to 


Elijah, Seeft thou how Ahab humbleth aro v6. before 
me? Tho? after all the Submiſſion was forc'd, the 


Humiliation fained, 1 Kin. 21. latter end. 
Tux great Nebuchadnezzar how low was he made 

to ſtoop, till he came to that Acknowledgmenr, The 

Lord ruleth, all his works are truth, and his ways 


Judgment, and thoſe that walk in pride be is able 
Dan. 4. 22, 37. 8 1 


Aras! Tis vain for any of us to think of ſtanding 
it out againſt Gon. No Mortal is a Match for Him. 
Yea, tho? all the Creatures in Heaven & Earth united 


"their ſtrength, and joined in COIN they cou'd 


not reſiſt Him. He is wiſe in Heart, and mighty in 


Strength, none ever hardned themſelves àgainſt Him 
and proſpered. Sooner or later the proudeſt Sinners 


will come to Julians Acknowledgement, T; * 
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tderneſs. Pharaoh © 
anſwer' d them, Who is the Lord, that I ſhowd obey 
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Yz a; ſuch is the Power of God; that He can over- 
come the greareſtSinners by the moſt deſpicable Means. 
As in this Chapter he humbles Pharaohs Pride, arid 
chaſtiſes his Inſolence, by fome ofthe moſt contempti- 
ble parts of the Creation, Frogs, and Lice, and Flies. 


Wuar a Mortification, ( ſays one upon the place,) 
muſt it needs be to this haughty Monarch, to fee 
himſelf bro't to his Knees;and-torc'd:to ſubmit by ſuck 
deſpicable Means ? Every Child is ordinarily able to 
deal with thoſe Invaders, and can triumph over them; 
yet now ſo numerous are their Troops, & ſo vigorous 
their Aflaults, that Pharabh with all his Chariots and 
Horſemen cou'd make no head againſt them: Thus 


he pune contempt upon Princes that offer Contempt 


to Him & his Sovereignty, and makes thoſe who will 
not own Him above them, to know that when he 
pleaſes, he can make the meaneſt Creature to inſult _ 


them, arid trample upon them. 
Gop could have plagued Pharavh & the Egyptians 


— 


with Lions; or Bears, or Wolves, or with Vultures, of 
Birds of Prey, but he choſe to do it by wes 


tible Inſtruments, that his own Power might be th 
more magnified; & Pharaohs Pride the more abaſed tz 


Lex us then learn to ſtand in Awe. of this Gap: - 


Say unto God, how terrible art theu in thy works? 


Thro*' the greatneſs of thy poæver, ſhall thine enemies. 
ſubmit themſelves to thee. He ruleth by his power. 
For ever; his eyes behold the nations, bet not the re- 

bellious exalt themſelves *. Let us bow down our ſelves 

to him, leſt we are broken before him! Oh let us 
not make Gop ouf Enemy! Let us hot provoks- 
the Lord tb Anger, as if we were ſtronger then He 
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* Inpreſtont nade by. Fudgments 
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lt was a good Caution of wiſe Gamaliel, Acts. 5. 3 9. 
Leſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt, God : 


For this will be not only a fruitleſs, but a dan- 
gerous Attempt. Wo to him that ſtrives with his 


Maker: For he will not only be overcome as an im- 
potent Enemy, but ſeverely reckon'd with as a Rebel 


and Traytor to his rightful Prince. That Parable 


- which our Saviour deliver'd to his Diſciples is appli- 


cable here, Luke 14. 31, 32. Or what king going 
ro make war againſt anether king, ſitteth not down 


firſt, and conſulterh whether he be able with ten thou- 


fand to meet him that cometh againſt him with twenty 
zhouſand? Or elfe, while tht other is yet a great way 


f, he ſendeth an ambaſſage, and deſireth conditions 


People. Not long ſince he had proudly faid, Vo is 


„„ 


Ir we think to ſtand it out againſt Gop, we ſhall 
ſurely periſh in the Attempt. Let us then immediately 
lay down the Weapons of our Rebellion, and accegt 
the. Offers of Peace which he makes us. The great 


_ Gov gives us a Challenge, then offers us Peace. 


Ta. 27. 4, 5. Fury is not in me: who would ſet the 
Briars and thorns againſt me in battle? I would go 
#hrough them, Iwill burn them together. Or Jet hi} 
zake hold of my ftrength, that he may make peace 
with me, and he ſhall make peace with me. 


II. Onzav. 4 day of Calamity and Diſtreſs will 


teach ſuch the need of Prayer as before neglefted 
and diſus'd it. 0 5 on ag 


' PHARAOHM under this Judgment is for trying 


Prayer: He flies to it as a needful Expedient in his 
reſent Difficulties. Indeed we dont read of his pray- 
ang himſelf. But he beg'd the Prayers of thoſe Ser- 


vants of Gor Moſes & Aaron; He calld for them, 
and ſaid, Pray unto the Lord for me, and for my 


the 
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. 
the Lord, now he acknowledgeth that his Held 
muſt come from Him. 5 = * Help 


Tuvs does a Time of Trouble & Diſtreſs, of Fear 
Danger, extort an Acknowledgment of Gop from 
ſuch as before denied & defied him; and open their 
Mouths to pray for themſelves, or te beg the Prayers 
of others for them, that before neglected Prayer and 
dee nr. FA 


NarvzeE in Extremities has irreſiſtable Workings ; 
and even that without Grace, will at ſuch a Time open 
the mouth to Pray that before was ſhut, Iſa. 26. 16. 
Lord in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured 
out a prayer when thy chaſtning was upon them. The 
Pſalmiſt obſerves of the Seamen, who are moſtly a 
prayerleſs Generation of Men, that in a Storm and 
Tempeſt, when they mount up to Heaven, and go 
down again to the Depths, and are at their Wits End, 
Then they will cry to the Lord, Pal. 107. 28. 86 
the Mariners with Jonah, when that mighty Tempeſt 


aroſe, were afraid, and cried every man to his God. 


And the Ship-Maſter himſelf came to him, and faid, 
What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe and call upon 
thy God, if fo be that God will think upon us, that 


wwe periſp not, Jonah r. 5, 6. 
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„So the Hiſtorian informs us, how the Perſian Meſſenger 


in his Narrative to the King, of the Overthrow of 
his Army by the Grecians, gelated that thoſe Gallants 
- who before the Fight, in the midſt of their Cups and 
Bravery, denied G O D and Providence as ſecure of 
Victory, yet afterwards when furiouſly purſued by their 
Enemies, they came to the River Styymon, that was 
frozen and began to thaw, then upon rheir knees they 


- mournfully implor'd the Favour of GOD, that the Ice 


might hold, and give them ſafe paſſage over from the 
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F Inpreſſions made by Judgments 


Wand of Us was there that did not lift En Prayer 

by he Earth 
to tremble & reel under our Feet, and our Houles to 
e & totter over our Heads, and We fear d left we 
ſhould go down. quick into the Pit? What flocking 
Was there of all ſorts of Perſons to the publick Prayers 


_ of the next Day & Evening ? You were. then ready to 


ſay to your Miniſters, as Pharaoh here to Moſes and 
Aaron, Intreat the Lord for us. Many ran in haſt 
to the Houſe of Gop then, that (I doubt) conten- 
tedly ſtaid at Home the Day before: And none com- 
plain'd the Exerciſes were too long, tho? they laſted 
everal Hours; but on the contrary many would have 
been glad to have continued them all Night. 


WIL then, ſince we ſhall, ſooner or later, be 
convinc'd of the Need of Prayer, Jer us all practice it 
nov ], I haveſpoken this not to condemn or upbraid 

raying in a time of Fear & Extremity : No, it would 

; dreadful Obſtinacy & Impiety indeed not to 
ay then. But I have faid this, as Chriſt ſpake his 
arable, Luke 18.1. To the end, that men ſhouwd pray 
always. It is fad to have Prayer to begin in a time of 
Extremity. We ſhall pray at ſuch a time with the 


more Confidence & Comfort, if we have been us'd to 


ray before. If we don't pray in a time of Eaſe, 
50D may. juſtly refuſe to hear us in a time of Extremity. 


Ibis is but agreable to that awful Threatning, Prov. 


I. 24, 28, Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 


T have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 


But ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and wouJd 


aon of my reproef: J alſo will laugh at your calamity, 
Iwill mock when your fear cometh ; when your ſear 


cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh as a 


ewhirkvind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 


gu. Then foalt they call upon me, but Till not 


enſwer; they ſpall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 


and me. 


Stones. 
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- SyNNERs Will See & intreat in the Judgment of 
the great Day: They will beg Mercy then, if they 

never did before, Mat, 25. 11. Lord, Lord open to 
19. But the Anſwer to be given to them follows in 
the next Verſe, Verily, Lſay unto you, I know. you 
not. As much as to ſay, © You did not call upon 
me before, and I ſhall not hear you now: You are 
too late in your ſeeking of me f | 


On then! Let ſuch as have hitherto reſtrainꝰd Prayer 
before Gap; either in theirCloſets or in their. Families, 
ſet upon the Practice of both. And let ſuch as do 
pray, continue therein; Praying always, with all 
Prayer aud Supplication in the Spirit, watching 
thereunto with all Perſeverance, Happy is it for them 
whom Affliction and Judgment of any Kind finds 
praying. . 22> WE 9 


1H. ; Orsxxv. PROMISES and Reſolutions 
made in Times of Extremity,are commonly afterwards 


Forgotten and broken. 


 PHARAOH here promiſes very fair, and ſeems 
to be in a good Frame, while the judgment was upon 
him. Intreat the Lord for me, and I will bet the 
people go, that they may ſerve him. And yet no 
fooner was the Judgment remov'd, but he broke his 


Promiſe, and refus'd to let the people go. N 


In times of Sickneſs, what Reſolutions do people 


make, what Purpoſes have they in themlelves, to 
. amend their Ways, and turn to the Lord; and they'l. 


promiſe with Tears, and many external Signs of Sin- 
cerity ; ſo that they ſeem to others, and verily think 
within themſelves, that. they promiſe m good earneſt, 
and mean to do as they ſpeak; but when Health is 
reſtor'd, and they think the Bitterneſs of Death is paſt; 
all is forgotten, and they return to their old Sins, as 
the dog to his vomit, and the ſow that was wa ed: 
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10 . Impreſſions made by Judgments 


Ax tis the ſame in other Caſes of Fear & Danger. 


So it was with 77a} when Gop came down upon 


Mount Sinai, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 
Then they made very fair Promiſes of Obedience. 
They ſaid to Moſes, Go thou near, and hear all that 
the Lord our God ſhall ſpeak to thee, AND WE 
WILL HEAR IT AND DO IT. And 
Gov heard the voice of their Words, and ſaid, I have 
heard the voice of the words of this people, and they 
have well [aid all that they have ſpoken,Deu.5.z 7,28. 
But Gop was fo well acquainted with the Treachery 
and Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, that he had little 
Dependence upon their fair Promiſes, and therefore 


adds that Wiſh of Doubt & Diſtruſt in the next Verſe, 
O that there were ſuch an heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep my Commandments always, 
= Zhat it might be well with them, and with their 


Children for ever | The Deceitfulneſs of Mens Hearts 

doth eminently appear in this, in being forward to 
purpoſe in themſelves, and promiſe to Gop, but back. 
ward to perform. | 


On then, let us be jealous over our ſelves with a 


godly jealouſy | And let it be our care to live up to 


our religious Purpoſes & Promiſes! Having open'd 
our Mouths to the Lord, let us not go back! Having 
{worn let us be careful to perform, and to keep Gop's 
righteous Judgments ! Rp | 


Sa! What were thy Purpoſes, what thy Refolu- 
tions, under the 
penſation of Gop's Providence? What did you think 
then? What did you reſolve upon? Did not Con- 
Tcience then charge you with the Neglect of ſome 
Commanded Duties, and with the Practice of ſome 


Forbidden Evils; and did you not then reſolve, that 
if Gop gave yon a Reſpite, you would perform the 
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| 0 ungodly Sinner ! Had you noPurpoſes of ſpeedil | 
coking your Sins, and your former evil CES 
and turning unto the Lord? | 


O N Profeſſor ! Did not you determine within 
your ſelf, that you would order your Conveffation 
better then you had done, and walk more holily before 
Gop ? That you would be more with Gop in your 
Cloſets, and ſerve him better in your Houſes ; keep 


better Orders, and better Hours; that you would be 


more ſtrict in ſanctifying Gop's Sabbaths ; that you 
would mind the World leſs, and Heaven more, ang 
give greater diligence to make your Calling and 


* 
5 


Dx ar. plainly and truly with thy ſelf ; and don't 


now go to {mother or evade the matter! Were there 


not ſome ſuch Tho'ts, and Purpoſes, and Reſolutions 
as theſe in thy Heart ? If not, tis a Sign of a hard 


Heart, and a feared Conſcience. Pharaoh himſelf was 


not ſo hardned as this comes to. And you haye need 
to tremble at your own Obduracy. But if thou hadft, 

(and the Gop of Heaven knows if thou hadft, and let 
thy own Conſcience be the Witnels ! ) then perform. 
what thy Heart did purpoſe. I am perſwaded, if 
People would live according to the Purpoſes. of their 
Hearts in the time of their Fears, if they would reform 
and amend as they did then reſolve to do, we ſhould 
be much better than we were before.. 


But Oh! TheDanger is that the Convictions will wear 
off, and the Purpoſes be broken! Left our Goodneſs 
will be as the morning cloudy and as the early Dew 
that goeth away. And it will be ſo till the Heart is 
renewed by the grace of Gop, Till the Diſpoſi- 
ce tion of the Air is changed, what thaws in in the 
«« Sun, will freeze again in the Shade. 


1 Impreſſions made by Judgments 
Lx us then beg of Gop to come down in the re- 


vnewing Influences of his Spirit and Grace upon our 
Souls; to fulfill to us that Promiſe, Ezek. 36.25, 26,2. 
Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
Pall be clean: from all your filthineſs, and from all 
your Idols will I cleanſe you. A new heart alſi 
avil} I give you, and a new ſpirit avll I put within 
you, and I will take away theſtony heart out of your 
Neſb, and T will give you an heart of ſteſo © And I 

Il pur my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk c 
in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my jndgments, and j 
LRH us alſo frequently call to Mind our Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions, and be often renewing of 
them. What we have purpos'd and promis'd, let 
us be ſo far from evoking, as to purpoſe and pro- 


miſe it over and over again. 


a. weed 2 eds ad aca is 


Ap then let us frequently call our ſelves ro Account, 
whether we dont live contrary to our Purpoſes and 
Promiſes, or at leaſt below em. | 
174 1 i | : ; ; 


[1 4 
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Lr us preſs our Hearts with the Evil & Danger 
of coming ſhort : And think within our felves that 
if we don't now live anſwerable to our Promiſes, it 
will be aggravated Impiety, double Iniquity. 'That 
this is to mock Gov, yea to ke to him. The fearful 
Inſtance of Ananias and Sapphira may be remembred 
by us for our Warning in this Caſe, Acts 5. 3, 4, 5: 
Aud Peter ſaid,  Anamas, why hath Satan filled 
1 thine heart, to lie to the holy Ghoſt, and to keep back 
„ part of the price? Why haſt thou conceived this thing 


DO & wd tt ooh >> 


ti in thy Heart? Thou haſt not lied unto men, but unto | 
4 God. And Ananias bearing theſe words, fell down r 
8 and gave up the Ghoſt. - = t 
| „ RI . Finally, F it 

Lzer us be much in Prayer to G 0 D for 9 


Grace and Strength to perform our Purpoſes and 10 
7 e Reſolutions; 


io as that when we are 8 from the Affliction, we 


Very apt ro wear of: 13 


| Reſolutions. It is our Duty to, reſolve, but the 


Strength to perform is not in our ſelves „but in Gop = 
and muſt be fetch'd in from Him by frequent a 
fervent Prayer. Purpoſes without Prayer will come 
to Nothing. David reſolves and prays together, in 
Pfal. 119. 8. I will. keep thy Statutes, Oh forſake 
me not utterly! 2" «0 pd Bet 3 
IV. OsszRvV. WICKED Men are many times 
— rat her than better, after the Removal of Af- 
fiction and Fudgments. Fats Wb 


Tux ſtill continue in their old Sins, and will not 


be reformed ; and many times practice them more 


than before, abound in them rather than turn from 
them. Thus ael upon every new Deliverance, 


Sinned ſtill, ( Plal. 98. $2.) as if they had been des. 


livered to do all theſe Abominations, Jer. 7. 10. And 
thus Tyre, after ſeventy Years Captivity, returns to 
her former Hire, Iſa. 23. 1 7 And as they commonly 
relapſe into their old Sins, ſo they many times run in- 
to ne ones. Thus 1/ae}, when they were delivered 


from Egypt, began to worſhip new God's, which 


neither they nor their Fathers had known, Jer. 19. 4. 
And Fudah when newly return'd from Captivity in 
Babylon, fell a marrying Strange Wives, Ezra 10. 2. 
And they are many times more hardned in Sin after 
the Removal of Judgment ; Sin with leſs Fear and. 
Remorſe, as well as more Frequency. Thus Pharaoh, 
upon every Reſpite khardned his heart, and grew more 


and more obſtinate. | + cc Rk. 1 


Ax the Reaſon is, Becauſe tho? the Judgment is 
remov'd, the Heart remains unchang'd.. It is not in 
the Nature or Power of Affliction and Judgment, let 
it be what it will, of it ſelf to change the Heart, and 
give a new Byaſs to that; or to mortifie Corruption, 


ſhall 


| ewrb - And when that Curb is taken away in a De- 


Wu Impreſſions made by Fudgments 


hall be free from that alſo; ' And that. Corruption 
which Affetion doth not cure, it doth; ar belt bur 


Htiverance, the Corruption commonly ' vents it ſelf 
more fully and freely. And then as the Affliction 
was but a Curb, ſo the Deliverance commonly proves 
a Snare, and adds Fuel to the Flame. | 


Lzw Us then be warned of our Danger, of being 
worſe rather than better, after that great Deliverance 
which the Lord. hath lately granted us. We truſt' 
Gop means ſaving Good to ſome, I hope to many, 
by the 'Threatning and the Deliverance. - But what 

eaſon is there to fear, that while ſome are melted 
by it, others will be hardned ; and that many that 
were unjuſt before, will be unjuſt ftill ; that were 
filthy before, will be filthy ſtill; that were ſtupid, 
prayerleſs, and 3 before, will be ſo ſtill? Vea that 
many, becauſe Sentence againſt their evil Works was 
not executed hat Night, will have their Hearts fully 
ſet in them to do evil? What we ſee already, gives us 
Reaſon to apply to this Providence, the Words that 
were ſpoken to Daniel, by the Man clothed in Linnen 
(Chap. 12. v. 10.) Many ſhall be purified and 
made white : but the Wicked ſhall do wickedly. 


1 


LE it therefore be conſider'd here, If any of us 
are not the better, but the worſe, after ſuch a De- 
liverance as this, 1 

Ir will be high Ingratitude. Our Life is the deareſt 
Thing we have in the World; for Skin for Skin, 
yea, all that a man has, will he give for his Life. 
And hath not Gop ſpared us this? Kept us alive that 
we ſhould not go down to the Pit? And is this thy 
'Thanks to him, to diſhonour him more, and provoke 
him more? Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooksſh people 
end unwiſe? Is not he thy Father that hath bought 
thee + Hath he not made thee, and preſerv'd _ 7 
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carried it, Its Pleading was heard, and prov'd 


Very apt. to, wear eff, 15 


are at this Time the living Monuments of his 

and Witneſſes for Gon chat he is gracious: © Me 
ſpar'd Thee (O Sinner!) in the Minute of thybange 
and Terror, and rejoiced againſt Judgment. In that 


Tuts is vilely to abuſe the Mercy of. Gov. Von 
Mercy, 
* 


awful Moment there was, (as it were) a Struggle, and 


Debate, between Juſtice & Mercy. Juſtice urg'd that 
you might be given up to Deſtruction, that the 
Sentence againſt you ſhould be immediately executed. 
You may conceive Juſtice then pleading againſt you 
after this Manner, Lord, this Sinner has ſtood a 
great while under thy Pantence | He has refus'd many 
Calls, amd ſlighted many Warnings already! Thou 
haſt. made quick Work with many others, who have 


nor ſinnd againſt T bee ſo mich, nor provok'd Ihre 


ſo long! --- Shall T they now give the fatal Blow, 
and fend him down to his own Place? At. that 
critical Moment Mercy ſtep'd in, and urg'd its moving 
Pleas in your behalf, Lord! Dont. give him up 
yet! Try him once again! He was: never wars'd 


after this manner before: It may be he will take the 


warning, and, if he a (nw further Spate Wes 


ed 
vim, will now-repent and reform! ** And Merry 


tual to move the Heart, and ſtay the Hand of Gon z at 


that Time. Don't think this a fanciful Repreſentation 


of the Caſe. Tho' this is ſpoken after tle Manner of 
Men, yet there is a great Reality in it: For fo the 
bleſſed Gon repreſents himſelf, as having a mighty 
Struggle in his own Breaſt concerning 17ae}, in tho 

wondrous and moſt. melting Words of His, ( Hoſea 
11. 8, 9, How forth, I give the up, Ephraim? How 


fall I make thee as Admabv? Ho, ſpall ] ſer thee 


as Zeboim 2 Mine heart is turned 8 — me, my Re- 
Tre kindled " Fave execute 
pentings are kinaled together. f not exec 
the ferceneſs c 1149 A er; for I am God, UNE, not 
Man. And this Mercy of Gop, ( O Sinner! is 


the Attribute thou intendefl hereafie: to appeal to; 


EM 


T7 
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It is what thou ſtill hopeſt in: But ( know it ! ) if 
you continue in Sin, and grow more wicked after you 
5 — been thus ſpar d, Mercy it ſelf will turn againſt 
Fou, and that which has ſpar'd you now, will not 
* you hereafter. Abuſed Mercy will at length 
| deliver you up into the hands of incenſed Juſtice, to 
deal with you according to your Sins. 

| —_—. = | 
Tx1s is dreadfully to flight the Wrath & Anger 


of Gop. Have you not ſeen the Diſpleaſure of Gon? 


Has he not paſs'd before you in awful Terror as well 
as in great Mercy? ÞPfal. 18. 7. Then the Earth 
ook and trembled ; the foundations alſo of the Hills 
moved and were ſhaken, becariſe he was wroth. Pſal. 
o. 1, 2. O God ! Thou haſtbeen diſpleas'd : Thou 
Haſt made the Earth to tremble. Was his Diſpleaſure 
againſt the Sea, that it was troubled ? Or againſt the 
and, that it trembled ? Or againſt our Houſes, that 
they moved and were ſhaken ? No; but againſt You 
the guilty Inhabitants. And will you then continue 
In Sin, and grow worſe in it, as if you would bid De- 
_ Hance to Gon, when His Anger is kindled? The 
Voice of Gop in the Eaxznquaxe, to Sinners of 
all Sorts, was. this,“ 2 pw and turn from all your 
Tranſgreſſions. And if you ſtill perſiſt in them, 
Four Language is like inſolent Pharaoh's, © Who is 
. the Lord, that I thould obey his Voice, to let my 


5 Sins go? You do as good as ſay, Let Gop do his 


Pleaſure, I will have mine. 


'Trz1s adds Tucorrigibleneſs to thy former Wicked- 
neſs; and may provoke Gov to haſten thy Deſtruction 
in ſome other Way. Nou may well ſay to your ſelves 
in this Caſe, as Eæra in his Prayer, (Chap. 9. 13,14. ) 
And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, 


_ fer our great Treſpaſs, ſecing that thou our God 


Heiaſt puniſped us beſS than our Iniquities deſerve, and 
. Gaſt given us ſuch Deliverance as this: ſponld we 


— 


again 
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| again break thy Commandments, --- wouldft not thou 
| be angry with us, till thou hadſt conſumed us ? 


, On impenitent Sinner! If you go on ſtill in your 
Treſpaſſes, what can you expect, but that this awful 
'Threatning is only a Fore- runner of ſome other ſud- 
den Deſtruction? Don't ſay now with Agag, (1Sam. 
15. 32, ) Surely the bitterneſs of Death is paſt ; left 
- you deceive your ſelf as he did. The Judgment may 
? riſe up a ſecond Time, and deſtroy. You are in as 
l much Danger now, as you were a Moment before the 
, late fearful Shock. And to make you ſenſible of this, 
$ Gon is even ſtill ſhaking the Land in ſome Places. 
. And how ſoon he may give the fatal Blow to thoſe 
4 Who will not be warn'd, He only knows. ----- Or 
e Go hath other Arrows in his Quiver. If one Wo 
e is paſt, another may come quickly. He can take the 
t . wicked away by ſome other Judgment, before your 


u pots can feel the thorns, as with a Mpirlwind, ſud- 
e denly and irreſiſtably, bozb' living and in bis Wrath, 

he Pfal. 58. 9. Therefore becauſe there is Wrath, beware 
5 leſt he take you away with a Stroke, then a great 
f Ranſom cannot deliver you. e 

Ir „ d vl 

1, | On! that we could prevail with ſuch as are "go- 
IS ing on ſtill in their Treſpaſſes, to make a Stand, 
y a Pauſe, --- and to conſider ſeriouſly within them 


is | felves, how aggravated their Guilt, & how encreaſed 
I their Danger will be, if their Lives are not now re- 
| formed. And then to reſolve within themſelves, that 
1 they will, by the Grace of Gop, forſake their evil 
n Practices, and break off their Sins by Righteouſneſs. 


88 And having made ſuch a Reſolution, to ſet them- 
) ſelves in the Strength of Chriſt to perform it; and 
s, to endeavour” to be as good as they have been bad, 
4 as holy as they have been wicked, as eminent for 
2 Piety as they have been exemplary for Iniquity. 
rie on 3 
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V. Oss ERV. GOD is pleaſed ſometimes ro 
remove Judgments from, and grant a Reſpite to, ſuch 


as he knows will not make a good uſe of, but on the 


contrary ' abuſe his Patience and Mercy. 


So Gop remov'd this Judgment from Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians, tho' he knew Pharaoh wou'd not 
fulfill his Promiſes, but perſiſt in his Obſtinacy, and 
be as bad and worſe than before. When Pharaoh 
ſaw that there was Reſpite, he hardned his heart, and 
hearkned not unto them, as the Lord had ſaid. 
 Gov' knew that he would not, and had told es 
ſo before, Chap. 7- 4. So that Gop was not diſ- 

r in his Expectations. And thus Gop turn- 
away his Anger from the {Taelites many a time, 
tho” he knew they would /iz yet wore againſt him. 


Gor may do thus from ſeveral Conſiderations. 


SOME TIMES it is for his o Name's ſake. This 
Gop is pleas'd to give as the Reaſon of his Favour 
to his ſinful people, (Ezek. 36, 22.) Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, I do not this for your ſake, O Houſe of 
Hrael, but for mine holy Names ſuke. Yome- 
times he does it that his Name may be Mugni ged. 
-Gop has proclaimed his Name, The Lord, The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and a- 
Bundant in goodneſs and truth, Exod. 34. 1. And 
He thus acts, that it may appear this Name belongs 
to him; that it may be manifeſted and magnified be- 
fore others: To 3 evident, that as His Name, 
-fuch is His Nature; that Mercy pleaſes him more 
than Judgment. Sometimes he does it that hisName 
may not be Haſphemed. If executing Judgments up- 
on his People, will occaſion Reproach to his Name, 
he oft forbeareth them, moderates and refrains his 
Judgments upon that Account, Deut. 3 2. 26, 27. 
Ft ad, J would ſcatter them inis ceruers, 1 
ola make the remembrance of them to ceaſe From 
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anong men: Mere it not that T feared the wrath of 
the enemy, beſt their adverſaries ſhould behave them 
ſelves ſtrangely, and beſt they ſhould ſay, Our hand is 


hi gi, and the Lord hath not done all this. Iſai. 48. 
9, II. For my names ſake will I defer mine anger, 


and. for my praiſe will I refrain for thee, that I cut 


thee not off. For mine own ſake, even for mine own 


ſake will I do it; for how ſhould my name be polluted? 


and I will not give my glory unto another. ꝓoſpua 
and others knew this was a Strong Plea, and accord- 
ingly us'd it, What wilt thou do for thy great Name? 


Joſh. y OR. 


Somt ries Gor hath 0 to the Anceſtors of 
2 People, or to ſome former Act of theirs with which 
he was well pleaſed ; and on that Account ſpares - 


them, and is fayourable.to them. The People of 
Vael had great Favour ſhewn them many a time on 


this Account. Gop faid of them, (Lev. 26. 44, 45.) 
Iwill not caſt them away, neither will I abhor them, 
to deſtroy them utterly. But I will remember the 
Covenant of their Anceſtors, whom I bro't forth out 
of the Land of Egypt. Verſe 42. J will remember. 
my Covenant with Facob, and alſo my Covenant with 


Jaac, and alſo my Covenant with Abraham will I 


remember; and Iwill remember the Land. And 
again He gives this as a Reaſon of his Favour to them, 
(Jer.2.2.) I remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, 
the love of thine eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me 
in the wilderneſs, in a land that was not yn | 


Sonn rte it is in Anſwer to the Prayers of his 
0793 People. The People of Gop they pray & pines 
for Sinners; for the Sinners among whom they dwell, 


and for a Sinful World; that Gop would ſpare em, 
and turn away his Anger from them. And Gop many 
times hears their Prayers and Cries to him, and turns 


from the fiercenels of his Anger, removes his Judg- 
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ments, and grants *em a Reſpite. So this, and the 
otherPlagues ſucceſſively, were remoyed fromPharaoh 
and the Eg yprians, at the Interceſſion of Moſes and 
Haron. The 12, X 23. ver. of our Context, nd 
Moſes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and 


Moſes cried unto the Lord, becauſe of the frogs arbhich 


he had brought againſt Pharaoh. Aud the Lord 


did according to the word of Moſes : and the frogs ' 


died out of the houſes, out of the villages, and out 
of the fields. So we are toldGor would have deſtroy'd 
Iſrael, had not Moſes his choſen ſtood beftre him in 


the breach, to turn away his Wrath, Pal. 105. 23. 


'The wicked little think,how much their Preſervations 


and Deliverances, are owing to the Prayers and In- 


ſtructions of Gov's Servants in their Behalf. ' Had 
there been ten ſuch Interceſſors in Sodom, it had been 
red. Iſa. r. 1. Were it not that the Lord had 
left a ſmall Remnant, we had been as Sodom, «ve had 
been like unto Gomorrah. | . 


Again, ee e 
Gos may do thus for the ſake of ſome of his Elecł 
who are yet unconverted, or yet unborn. It may be 
there are ſome of Gop'sElect, who will make a good 
Uſe of the Reſpite, and be led to Repentance by the 


Removal of the Judgment, thoꝰ the moſt will be hard- 
ned by' it, and Sin againſt his Patience: And as Gop 


has ordain'd theſe unto. Life, ſo he has ordain'd this 


to be the effectual Means of bringing them to that 
Converſion and Repentance which is unto Life. ------ 


Or it may be there are ſome of his Elect yet unborn, : 


who are to proceed from the Loins of thoſe whom he 


now ſpares, and grants a Reſpite to. If Gop ſhould 


make quick Work with, or a jull End of the Sinners 
of the Earth, whence ſhould many of his Ele& rife ? 


There are (-fays Mr. Havel) © Thouſands of Gop's: 
Elect in the Loins of his Enemies. Many that 


will 
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45 will bear embracecChriſt; muſt ow fo 1 28 ie 


jet him, And therefore tis; that manySinhers are fo 
ſpar'd nd deliver'd as they are, from Time to Time. 

de 1e rd” ſuffers many a wicked Patent to ſtand 
1 a Time under his Patience; becauſe Ehil 


are 
to pra from them, who will obey: and embrace 
gh Mit 


whom their wicked Parents re 
Where had good Abijab and Hezekiab' been; if 
wicked Feroboaw and Abas had been cut off 


in their firſt Tranſgrefſions? Furthermore, 
Gov. ſometimes grants a 335 ite to Smners becauſe 
they axe nor fully ripe 55 ructiam Sinners are 


ſometimes ſpar'd, as t 785 Ox is fpat'd. becauſe not yet 
fit for the ambles 
towards the Amorites till their Tniquity was full; 


us Gow exercis'd Patience 


Gen. 15. 16. And oe. our Saviour ſaid to the 
wicked eus, ( Mat. 23. 32. ) Fill ye up then the 
enſure M your Fathers. So that Feen are 
ſometimes remov'd in 7u4gment, & a Reſpite granted 


in, Wrath, only that Sinners may Fer more fit for 
r 


Deſtruction, and treaſure up more. Wrath againſt the 
MEE Wrath. Once more; © 

D 5 AK eſpite to Sinners to clear his Fuſtice 
in their Sal eſtruftion. The Patience and Long- 
ſuffering of Go „ l take away allPleas & Apolo = 
an of ag 5 of — ; * will render 5 o 
clear is ju » When, he brings upon them 
Wrath to the a n This will brink, & the Blood 
of Sinners upon their own: Heads, and render God 
and his 'Throne clear and ſpotleſs, , when He ſhalf 
fay, (as in Rev. 2. 21. ) I gave them ſpace to re- 


pent, and they repented not. Then how dreadful 


ſoever the Sentance is at laſt, Men and Angels muſt 
applaud it, and ſay, Righteous art thou, O Lord, in 
. ging thus. 
Bur I come to the 6th and laſt Obſervation. 
VI. Ozzy, IT is à moſt aw fil Sign, a moſt 
fearful & mprom, When any, in Agr: wes. 1% 
are worſe after ag 4 Del Wert wee 15 
They oth _ 
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Z 15 188 5 as if Gov. had: mak; em aut for utter 
Ruin as he did Pharaoh, and would ſoon bring it 
on them, as he did on in. There is not a 
blocker Mark of Reprobation than this, nor a ſiſter 
n of Deſt ruction. Gop ; himſelf ſpeaks of ſuch, as 
Tho did nor 1 what to. do with them. He peaks 
If em as tho 1 5 were ho 555 and helpleſs i in their 
of and Miſery. by ſhoul# you be ſtricken | 
ann, more ? BY. vill Bro more and more. As if Gon 
had ſaid, Why, ſhould T take_any more Pains with 
vou? Vou are paſt Cure, and t erefore paſt Care. 
Awful are thoſe Words, „ Ezek. 7% 3. 14. eee 
have purged thee, and thou avaſt not plirged, rh 
ſhalt not be purg ed from thy filthineſs any more, till 
Tt have * £0 2 to reſt upon thee. I the Tord 
ave / ken, it, it ſhall. come to 5 75 and Tavill do it. 
5 


will not 8⁰ back, neither will are, neither 2pill 


'T repent ; according to thy ways, and according ta 
f 4 Joings ſal} they judge thee, ſaith the Lord God. 


v had ſought to purge, i. e, reform them, by the 
Judgments he had bro't upon them; but they were 
not purged, not reformed. , Therefore the Lord gave 
them up, and reſolv'd to uſe-no 1 more Means with 
them, but to cauſe his Fury to reſt upon them, to bring 

on them Judgments, not for Probation but for 
BeftruQion 5 

Tus is a Sign, not only 'of temporal, but of 
everlaſting De ruttion; that Gon will cauſe his Fury 
to reſt 1 4 them in the other World, never to be 
taken off. Rom. 2. 5. Thou by thy hard and im- 
pe ni tent heart, oft treaſure w. wrath againſt i the day 
of. wrath. 

Tux Peſtruction of Pharaob and the Ego pan, : 
was typical of the final Ruin of alt i impenitent Sinners. 
bo they were drowr'd-in the Red Sea, fo ſhall theſo 

aff? nto. the Lake of Fire, Rev. 20. 14. 

Hou then. | Hear the Word off Gop this Day and 

webs at *. Kad. 29. 3. He Hogs "us Mien e 
N 
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and that without remedy. 
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e 
ved, hardneth his neck, ſpall ſuddenly be deſtro ed, 


A Concludes now with two awful Texts of Scr ip- 


ture, Deut. 29. 18-21. Leſt there ſhould be among. 
you man or woman, or family, or tribe, whoſe Heart 


turneth away this day from the Lord our God, to 
go and ſerve the gods of theſe nations; leſt there 


fhould be among you a root that beareth gall and 
wormwood, Aud it come to paſs when he heareth 
the words f this curſe, that he pleſs himſelf in his 
heart, ſaying, 1 ſhall} have peace, though I walk in 


the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs 
to thirſt : The Lord will not ſpare him, but then the 
anger of theLord, and his jealouſie ſhall ſmoke. againſt 

that man, and all the curſes that are written in this 


# 


book ſhall ie upon him, and the Lord ſuall blot out 


his name from under heaven. And the Lord ſhall 


ſeparate him unto evil, out of all the tribes of Iſrael, 


according to all the curſes of the covenant, thai are 


eoritten in this boo of the law. : Plal. 95. 3, 4,8 Tr. 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King 


above all gods. In his hand are the deep places of 


the earth: the ſtrength, of the hills is his alſo. ----- 


To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not you. 
heart, as in the provocation, and as, in the day f 
temptation in the cvilderneſs.: When your fathers 


tempted me, proved me, aud ſaw my work. Fourty 
years long was I grieved with this generation, and 
aid, It is a people that do err in their heart, and 


they have not known my ways. Unto whom I fware 


in my Wrath, that they ſhould not enter into my Reſt. _ 
n unn, XI Fea 
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